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Merry Chr istmas Char l ie  Browns — Pasto r Ron de Groot 

L 
eah Schnelbach wrote the 
following on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Charlie Brown Christmas 

Special. “Way back in 1966, Charlie 
Brown is searching for the true mean-
ing of Christmas, and Linus relates 
the Gospel. But God doesn’t come 
swooping in to help Charlie. Neither 
does Santa, or an elf, or a reindeer, or 
a Nutcracker Prince, or the Ghost of 
Christmas Past. Think about all the 
other Christmas specials from this 
era: Mr. Magoo is in the world of A 
Christmas Carol. Rudolph and Frosty 
both live in magical realms where 
Santa exists, and the Grinch lives in a 
fantasy land where his heart can grow 
and give him extra strength because  
of LOVE.  
 
Charlie Brown, unique among ani-
mated Christmas heroes, lives in our 
world. The other kids are greedy, 
bloodthirsty, and mean. When Charlie 
brings his tree back, the insults they 
fling—“Boy, are you stupid Charlie 
Brown”; “I told you he’d goof it up. 
He isn’t the kind you can depend on 

to do anything right”; “You’re 
hopeless, Charlie Brown”; 
“You’ve been dumb before, Char-
lie Brown, but this time, you real-
ly did it”—go beyond teasing into 
actual abuse. There is no outside 
authority to defend him, and he 
himself has no defense, since he 
bought the tree on a purely emo-
tional impulse. Linus stands up 
and recites the Christmas Story, 
sure, but I didn’t see Linus rush-
ing to his defense when the other 
kids circled like hyenas scenting 
prey.  
 
When, at end of the story, Charlie 
takes his tree and walks out into 
the snow, he goes alone. He takes 
comfort in millennia-old words of 
Luke’s Gospel, believes in them, 
and is promptly rewarded by his 
tree’s death. 
His response? “Oh! Everything I 
touch gets ruined.” 
 
Here, in the heart of our greatest 
Christmas special, Charles Schulz 
doesn’t pretend that the joy of an 

epiphany will last forever. Linus’ 
quote doesn’t save Charlie from 
the pain he feels. What saves him, 
eventually, is the other kids com-
ing out into the cold with him and 
rescuing his tree. They put their 
own prejudices aside and work 
together to bring the 
“commercialism” of Snoopy deco-
rations and the “classic Christmas” 
of Charlie’s tree together, creating 
a synthesis of Christmases that 
heals both the tree and their com-
munity. They do this as a gift to 
Charlie, inviting him into a holiday 
that allows for Christmas Queens, 
Beethoven Christmas music, fake 
plastic trees, real, needy trees, 
bright blinking lights, and cold, 
silent nights.  
 
It’s also, implicitly, a plea for for-
giveness. Which of course he 
grants, and then the children sing 
together in a spirit of harmony and 
peace. 
 
And that may be what Christmas is 
all about. The Christ whose birth 
we celebrate lives in our world. 
And the salvation he brings looks a 
lot like forgiveness and the crea-
tion of community. A community 
that brings hope and healing to our 
world of meanness, greed and vio-
lence. 
 
Merry Christmas Charlie Browns! 
And now let us sing together 
“Hark the Herald Angles Sing, glo-
ry to the new born King, peace on 
earth and mercy mild, God and 
sinners reconciled!” 
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Year End Giving  

The calendar year is rapidly 
coming to an end which means 
closing out financial records for 
the year.  

The congregation has been faith-
ful in giving throughout the year. 
We have experienced a great 
year of ministry and service as a 
fellowship. 

It would be an inspirational 
ending to the year if everyone 
considered sending in a year 
end gift of gratitude and  
thanksgiving. You may use 
the Christmas Offering enve-
lope in your pledge box or 
simply mark a gift “Year End 
Gift”. Thank you for your 
faithfulness in 2018! 

A CALL FOR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION – Bob & Michele Newhouse, Charles Abam 

Calvary has been blessed with 
a host of faithful servants, 
many who have served a 
number of terms on Session 
or on Deacons. New faces 
and new ideas help to main-
tain and encourage growth of 
the church. 

If you have a spark of interest 
or feel you are being called, 
please speak to a member of 
Session, Deacons or a mem-
ber of the Nominating Com-
mittee. 

The Annual Congregational 
Meeting for 2019 will take place 
on February 3. One of the im-
portant agenda items is a report 
from the Nominating Commit-
tee. 

Committee members will be 
contacting members of the Con-
gregation to fill positions on Ses-
sion as well as on Deacons and 
Auditing Committee. 

This reminder is being put forth 
in the hope that it will encourage 
people to prayerfully consider 
giving of their time and talent to 
the ongoing ministry of Calvary. 

Our children, the littlest and the 
least, will take part in the telling 
of the story of God’s love enter-
ing the world as a baby. On the 
holiest of nights we trust the 
truth of who God is to our chil-
dren in the telling of the birth of 
Jesus Christ. We must not miss 
the beauty of this testimony to 
the simple truth of our faith. 

This year the Nativity Pageant 
will take place during the 10:30 
am service on December 16.  

The rehearsal will take place in 

the sanctuary  immediately 
after the Dec 9 worship ser-
vice. Children of all ages, 
regardless of church affilia-
tion, are welcome to partici-
pate. Please invite any chil-
dren, grandchildren, nieces/
nephews, cousins, friends and 
others to participate.  

Children’s Pageant—December 16 



Briefly Noted 

“JUST US” BOOK CLUB 

The “Just Us” Book Club will meet on 
Wednesday, December 5th at 7:30 p.m. 
at the home of Janet Johannessen. The 
book for December will be “The Silent 
Wife” by Kerry Fisher. Please call Janet 
at 377-0336 or Ann Ritzer at 377-1840. 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 

Preparing a place for people to gather 
for food and conversation is an offering 
and we would like to thank Lindsay 
Novalis, Jonathan Novalis, The Chancel 
Choir, The Young Women’s Group, 
and The Martha Circle for having 
signed up to host fellowship hour dur-
ing the month of November. 

THANK YOU 

The Monday Christ Care Group wishes 
to thank all those who participated in 
making boxes for the Calvary Samari-
tan’s Purse project. We sent 77 boxes to 
Boone, N.C. which will be given to 
children in crisis locally and around the 
world.  

CALVARY DINNER CLUB 

The Calvary Dinner Club’s annual 
Christmas party will be held on Satur-
day, December 15th at 4:00 p.m. at the 
home of Sam & Gus Moussa. Everyone 
will be asked to bring food for the fes-
tivities. Mark your calendar NOW for 
an evening of great food, fellowship 
and the spirit of Christmas. Please call 
Ginna Zukswert at 973-377-4372 or 
Marie White at 973-377-0107.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Sanna Brown  2 

Nancy Mantone  3 

Carole Anderson  5 

Alisa Whitmore  7 

Heidi Jensen  10 

Dean Marelli  15 

Susan Apgar  16 

Melissa Leach  20 

Megan Ruzicka  20 

Shirley Stoll  21 

Ellen Ruban  22 

Charles Abam  30 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Richard & Diane Himics   2 

Chris & Amanda Plummer  3 

Janet Johannessen & Chet Lloyd   26 

LECTIONARY for DECEMBER 2018  

December 2  
1st Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16  
Psalm 25:1-10  
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  
Luke 21:25-36  

December 9 
2nd Sunday of Advent  

Malachi 3:1-4  
Luke 1:68-79  
Philippians 1:3-11  
Luke 3:1-6  

December 16 
3rd Sunday of Advent  

Zephaniah 3:14-20  
Isaiah 12:2-6  
Philippians 4:4-7  
Luke 3:7-18  

December 23 
4th Sunday of Advent  

Micah 5:2-5a  
Luke 1:46b-55 or 
Psalm 80:1-7  
Hebrews 10:5-10  
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)  
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December 24  
Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7  
Psalm 96  
Titus 2:11-14  
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  

December 25  
Christmas Day 

Dawn: 
Isaiah 62:6-12  
Psalm 97  
Titus 3:4-7  
Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20  

Day: 
Isaiah 52:7-10  
Psalm 98  
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)  
John 1:1-14  

December 30 
1st Sunday after  
Christmas Day 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26  
Psalm 148  
Colossians 3:12-17  
Luke 2:41-52  

January 6, Burning of the Greens 6 pm 



       144 Ridgedale Avenue 

Florham Park, New Jersey 

Phone: 973-377-4837 

Fax: 973-377-3204 

E-mail: calpresfp@verizon.net 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 ______   Pink/Red  Poinsettia(s)      ______  White Poinsettia(s) 

 ___  In memory of  ________________________________________ 

 ___  In Gratitude for   ______________________________________ 

 ___  To the Glory of God. 

 

 My Name __________________________________________ 

 

  ____ I will take my plant after the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. 

            $________ total payment enclosed (@ $12 each) 

To order a poinsettia for 
our Christmas sanctuary 
display, fill out this form 
with your dedication, and 
attach a check made paya-
ble to “Calvary Presbyteri-
an Church” (with 
“poinsettia” noted on the 
memo line), for $12 each. 
Send to the church office or 
drop it in the collection 
plate on Sunday. Payment 
must accompany request. 

Please have your order in 
by Monday, December 10 
so that we can process your 
request. (Two large white 
poinsettias will be dis-
played during Epiphany in 
January. If you would be 
interested in donating one 
of these, please contact the 
church office.) 

Please print: 

Print full name above 

Print full name above 

5:00 pm 

Family Worship 

Children’s Message 

Children’s Choir 

Communion 

Candlelight Service 

9:00 pm 

Traditional Worship 

Choir 

Strings 

Communion 

Candlelight Service 


